Virginia State Code 3.2-6500 Definitions

Adequate
exercise -
means the
opportunity for
the animal to
move sufficiently
to maintain
normal muscle
tone and mass
for the age,
species, size, and
condition of the
animal.

’ Adequate food -
means access to and the provision of food that is
of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to
maintain each animal in good health; is accessible
to each animal; is prepared so as to permit ease of
consumption for the age, species, condition, size
and type of each animal; is provided in a clean and
sanitary manner; is placed so as to minimize
contamination by excrement and pests; and is
provided at suitable intervals for the species, age,
and condition of the animal, but at least once
daily, except as prescribed by a veterinarian or as
dictated by naturally occurring states of
hibernation or fasting normal for the species.

Adequate shelter - means provision of and
access to shelter that is suitable for the species,
age, condition, size, and type of each animal;
provides adequate space for each animal; is safe
and protects each animal from injury, rain, sleet,
snow, hail, direct sunlight, the adverse effects of
heat or cold, physical suffering, and impairment of
health; is properly lighted; is properly cleaned;
enables each animal to be clean and dry, except
when detrimental to the species; and, for dogs
and cats, provides a solid surface, resting platform,
pad, floormat, or similar device that is large
enough for the animal to lie on in a normal
manner and can be maintained in a sanitary
manner. Under this chapter, shelters whose wire,
grid, or slat floors (i) permit the animals' feet to

pass through the openings, (ii) sag under the
animals' weight, or (iii) otherwise do not protect
the animals' feet or toes from injury are not
adequate shelter.

Adequate space - means sufficient space to allow
each animal to (i) easily stand, sit, lie, turn about,
and make all other normal body movements in a
comfortable, normal position for the animal and
(i) interact safely with other animals in the
enclosure. When an animal is tethered, adequate
space means a tether that permits the above
actions and is appropriate to the age and size of
the animal; is attached to the animal by a properly
applied collar, halter, or harness configured so as
to protect the animal from injury and prevent the
animal or tether from becoming entangled with
other objects or animals, or from extending over
an object or edge that could result in the
strangulation or injury of the animal; and is at least
three (3) times the length of the animal, as
measured from the tip of its nose to the base of
its tail, except when the animal is being walked on
a leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line.
When freedom of movement would endanger the
animal, temporarily and appropriately restricting
movement of the animal according to
professionally accepted standards for the species
is considered provision of adequate space.

Adequate water - means provision of and access

to clean, fresh, potable water of a drinkable
temperature that is provided in a suitable manner,
in sufficient volume, and at suitable intervals
appropriate for the weather and temperature, to
maintain normal hydration for the age, species,
condition, size and type of each animal, except as

prescribed by a veterinarian” or as dictated. by
naturally occurring states of hibernation or fasting
normal for the species; and is provided in clean,
durable receptacles that are accessible to each
animal and are placed so as ‘to  minimize
contamination of the water by excrement and
pests or an alternative source of hydration
consistent with generally accepted husbandry
practices.

Humane - means any action taken in
consideration of and with the intent to provide
for the animal's health and well-being.

Adequate care - means the responsible practice
of good animal husbandry, handling, production,
management, confinement, feeding, watering,
protection, shelter, transportation, treatment, and,
when necessary, euthanasia, appropriate for the
age, species, condition, size and type of the
animal and the provision of veterinary care when
needed to prevent suffering or impairment of
health.

Humane care and treatment - shall include, but
not be limited to, the protection of animals from
direct sun rays in the summer and freezing cold in
the winter and the maintenance of food and water
bowls in a separate and clean manner. The bowls
shall be sufficiently secured so that they cannot be
easily overturned.



5-77 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS GENERALLY.

Any person who (i) overrides, overdrives,
overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected
with  bona fide scientific or  medical
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats,
maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether
belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any
animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or
emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any
equine for any purpose or administers drugs or
medications to alter or mask such soring for the
purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind,
unless such administration of drugs or
medications is within the context of a veterinary
client-patient  relationship and solely for
therapeutic purposes; (iv) willfully sets on:foot,
instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any
act of cruelty to any animal; (v) carries or causes to
be carried in or upon any.vehicle, vessel or
otherwise any animal in a. cruel, brutal, or
inhumane “manner, so as to produce torture or
unnecessary suffering; or (vi) causes any of the
above things, or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another, shall be
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. In addition to the penalties provided in
subsection A, the court may, in its discretion,
require any person convicted of a violation of
subsection A to attend an anger management or
other appropriate treatment program or obtain
psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court
may impose the costs of such a program or
counseling upon the person convicted.

C. Any person convicted of violating this section
may be prohibited by the court from possession
or ownership of companion animals.

5-79 GENERAL DUTIES OF OWNERS TO
PROVIDE FOOD, WATER, SHELTER, ETC.

Each owner shall provide for each of his
companion animals:
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Adequate feed;

Adequate water;

Adequate shelter that is properly
cleaned;

Adequate space in the primary
enclosure for the particular type of
animal depending upon its age, size,
species, and weight;

Adequate exercise;

Adequate care, treatment, and
transportation; and

Veterinary care when needed or to
prevent suffering or disease
transmission.
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The provisions of this section shall also apply to
every pound, animal shelter, or other releasing
agency, and every foster care provider, dealer,
pet shop, exhibitor, kennel, groomer, and
boarding establishment. This section shall not
require that animals used as. food for other
animals be euthanized.

SEC. 5-80 CARE OF COMPANION
ANIMAL KEPT ON A CHAIN.

Any companion animal that is kept on a chain
must be provided with a minimum of twelve
(12) feet of untangled chain. Adequate food,
water and shelter shall be easily accessible to
such animal and it shall be exercised at intervals
of not longer than twenty-four (24) hours.

For additional information regarding Hampton
City Ordinances, please visit the following
website: www.municode.com
Call Police Nonemergency Communications at
727-6111 to report a complaint or to speak with
an officer.

For general information call 3-1-1 or 727-8311.
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